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Visit the Goochland Historical Society 
The Society’s History Center is located one half 

mile east of the Goochland Courthouse at  

2924 River Road West (Route 6) 

Office hours:  
Wednesday—Friday, 10:00—3:00 

2nd Saturday of the month, 10:00—3:00 

  

Note: Those travelling long distances should  

call the society to confirm it will be open the  

date of your visit. Phone (804) 556-3966. 

Email the Society:  
goochlandhistory@comcast.net 

Visit us online: 
www.goochlandhistory.org 

www.goochlandhistory.wordpress.com 

www.twitter.com/GoochlandCHS 

 

Copyright 2020 by the Goochland County  
Historical Society. All rights reserved. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

           President                                   Executive Director  

Dear Historical Society Members, 

     The year 2020 is turning out to be one for the history books. Who knew we 
would be living through a pandemic. That said, this is not the first pandemic  
Goochland has faced. In response to a research question received in June, we 
discovered there was a cholera epidemic, part of a larger pandemic, raging in 
Goochland from 1857-1859. Then, there was the influenza pandemic of 1918-
1919, taking place toward the end of World War I. Of the ten soldiers from 
Goochland who lost their lives in the Great War, two died at Camp Lee, appar-
ently from influenza.  

     In 2018, we considered mounting an exhibit on the influenza pandemic of 
1918-1919 at the Goochland County Public Library, but decided not to; our rea-
soning was the topic was just too depressing. History isn’t selective and we should 
not have been either. Seeing Virginians wearing masks 100 years ago might have 
encouraged today’s citizens to more willingly accept them.  

     In response to the pandemic, the GCHS, like most organizations and busi-
nesses, closed in March. While we have not reopened to the public, we have not 
been idle. In fact, we have been on the move. By the end of June staff had re-
turned. With their help and that of several dedicated volunteers—Kay Higgins, 
Scott Johnson, Ginny Olsen, and Richard Toler, we began the move from our 
old building to the new. At this point, we have moved most of our collection but 
have not moved the library books because we do not yet have shelving to house 
them. Shelving has been ordered, but we have been told that delivery will be slow 
due to work disruptions from the coronavirus. 

     To make all of the many resources we have moved easily accessible, we are      
establishing a new Cataloging Committee, headed by volunteer Cheryl Childress. 
The new web-based collection management system that we will be using not only 
allows for easier and faster searching and location of what we own, it also will 
provide inventory control which is essential for insurance purposes. While this is 
a long-term project, preparing for our first museum exhibit will take considerably 
less time, but is equally important. In our old building, exhibits weren’t possible, 
so the opportunity to have exhibits is  exciting.  

     Although we are still officially closed, we are responding to customer requests; 
however, we look forward to actually having on-site visitors. Keeping the facility 
safe and meeting cleaning standards for the coronavirus won’t be a piece of cake, 
but it is doable. We have been studying guidelines, procuring supplies, and par-
ticipating in online training sessions to learn what to do to maintain a safe envi-
ronment for visitors, volunteers, and staff. Further, we look forward to our new 
role, serving as the county’s welcome center. Several other historical societies that 
we know of, have taken on this role for the communities they serve, so while not 
unique, it will be something new and different for us. 

     We have no lectures planned for the rest of this year, as we must use   facilities 
belonging to other organizations to hold them and due to the pandemic that isn’t 
possible. However, we look forward to seeing you in our new facility. Please plan 
to visit once we reopen. We trust you will like the “Goochland History Center” 
as much as we do.   

Sincerely, 
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AND SPEAKING OF VOLUNTEERS 
     

RESERVE YOUR 2021 CALENDAR 

 

 

DOUBLE THE MONEY 

Volunteer Kay Higgins with a doll  

donated by Virginia Nuckols. 
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MYSTERY OBJECT 

     As reported in the November 
2019 newsletter, the GCHS was   
donated a large collection of home 
furnishings that belonged to the   
family of Joseph R. Anderson, a 
wealthy industrialist who once owned 
Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond 
and a tract of land in Goochland 
upon which his son Joseph R.  
Anderson, Jr. built the estate known 
as Thorncliff in the early 1880s. 
GCHS is conserving furnishings and 
will display a collection of the       
furniture in the near future.  

     To prepare the furniture for    
display, some degree of conservation 
was required. One of the first items 
to be conserved, was also the largest, 
a three-piece dining table that when 
put together is a whopping 14.5 feet 
in length. 

     According to Jay Gates of 
Gates Antiques, the table was 
probably made in     Baltimore, 
Maryland in the early part of the 
1800s. The construction dates for 
the table pre-date the  building of 
Thorncliff, making this piece one 
of the earlier items donated by 
the Anderson family. It could 
possibly have been in the Rich-
mond home of Joseph Reid 
Anderson, Sr. that once stood 
where the Jefferson Hotel stands 
today. 

     The two demi-lune end pieces, 
each more than 4 feet long, and 
shown together in the photo at 
the beginning of this article. are 

mahogany with “plum pudding” ve-

neer on the apron (above) and fluted 
legs with brass casters.  

     The center drop-leaf table is 
also made from mahogany with a        
veneer apron but features plain 
legs and no casters. This was not 
uncommon since the center piece 
would not be as noticeable as the 
table ends, and may have been     
purchased at a later date to extend 
the demi-lunes. 

     One of the demi-lunes had      
apparently been in front of a        
window as its finish had faded to a 
very light tan. The demi-lune        
portions of the table also needed  
repair as the wood had become    
unstable and could no longer support 
the drop-leaves which had become 
detached. The center drop-leaf table 
was in better condition but had a 
large discoloration on the top. It also 
was sun bleached with some warping 
to the wood. 

     The work on the three pieces was 
done by Gates Antiques. They      
repaired the wood where necessary 
and the finish was hand-rubbed back 
to a rich mahogany color. 

     The table in its restored condi-
tion (below) is one of the pieces 
from the Anderson Collection that 
will be  displayed at the Society 
when we  debut “The Anderson 
Collection: Pieces from the Past.” 
Sometime in 2021. The gift of the 
furnishings also included funds for 
the restoration. 

SAVING A NINETEENTH CENTURY DINING TABLE 



IT’S NOT TOO  

SOON to RENEW! 

MEMBERSHIPS RUN  

JANUARY 1st through  

DECEMBER 31st 
Remember, it’s your dues that keep the 

Society open.  

“We don’t want you to become history!” 

     Due to the uncertain situation caused by the 

coronavirus pandemic, the GCHS has no meetings 

or workshops scheduled for the next several 

months. If the situation improves to where we can 

continue regular programming, we will do so and 

you will be notified as soon as possible. 

      

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Lester & Patsy Bartell  Margie Barton   

Robbie & Claudia Bridges  Anne Hallerman  Elizabeth Layne   

 Margaret Linder  Sharon Llewellyn  Michael Newman  

Selden Richardson  Charles Shannon  

Chesterfield County Historical Society 


