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     The Society received a major   
donation of decorative items from a 
descendant of Joseph R. Anderson. 
Mr. Anderson was an American civil 
engineer, industrialist, soldier, and a 
founder of Tredegar Iron Works. In 
1862, Anderson acquired 938 acres 
in Goochland that he turned into a 
stock farm for horses. His son,     
Joseph Anderson, Jr. moved to Goochland in 1883 and began building a mansion 
that he would call ñThorncliffò. In 1925, the mansion fell  victim to a devastating 
fire. Newspaper accounts tell that inmates from the nearby prison emptied the 
house of it contents, but lack of a fire department led to the complete loss of the 

house. Anderson, Jr. would live the remain-
der of his life in a small house on the 
grounds. He passed away in 1930.  

     This donation, a collection of 19th     
century artifacts, includes 31 items from the 
family. These will be evaluated and docu-
mented in anticipation of a future exhibit 
on ñThorncliffò and the Anderson family.  

     This effort is no minor undertaking for 
our staff and volunteers. This gift is the   
largest collection of furniture the Historical 
Society has ever received. The craftsmanship 
of this collection will make our upcoming 
exhibit a must-see for our members and  
visitors. 

�³THORNCLIFF �µ 

Left: Mid-nineteenth century sewing cabinet. 

Right: Zouave statue, signed ñCornelius & 

Baker,ò Philadelphia, PA., ca. 1857. Patinated 

zinc, wood. H. 16 1/4 in. 
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